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certain social condition is obviously required;   philo-
sophers  and   poets    may   exist   potentially  among
barbarous tribes, but  they cannot get a chance to
speak, and they have no opportunity of communica-
tion  with  other thinkers.     The   intellect  may  be
impelled in various directions, some of which leave
no  trace  of a  tangible kind.    The amount of in-
tellectual power implied in building up the Roman
Empire may have been as great as that implied in
developing Greek art;   and in America, as we are
often told, intellect turns to dollar-making, instead of
book-writing.    So, conversely, the outburst of power
may indicate, not greater faculties, but special oppor-
tunities,   or   special   stimulus,   applied   to   already
existing faculties.     Everybody who has written an
aesthetic treatise has pointed to all manner of con-
ditions which were in this sense  favourable to the
Greeks.     How far such conditions were sufficient I
cannot even guess; but at least an allowance must be
made for them before we can argue from the achieve-
ments  to   the  intrinsic  power   of  the   race  which
achieved.    I do not see that it is even " proved " that
the average Athenian was in the least "superior in
this sense  to  the average Englishman.     It would
require a lifetime of study to pronounce any opinion
worth having.    I fully confess that, so far as a vague
impression is worth anything, it is the most obvious